
Intent, Implementation and Impact of Geography at 
Sparsholt C of E Primary School  

 

Geography Development  

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and 

its people. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural 

and human environments, together with an understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 

-develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places including their defining physical 

and human characteristics and how these provide a context for understanding the actions of processes. 

- understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how 

these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.  

- are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  

a) collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of     fieldwork that 

deepen their understanding of geographical processes  

b) interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

c) communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills and writing at length.  

Intent 

Our Geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity and fascination about the world and 

its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Children investigate a range of places – both 

in Britain and abroad – to help develop their knowledge and understanding of the Earth’s physical and human 

processes. Geography is given integrity, builds on learning in EYFS and taught systematically through key 

stage 1 & 2. The NC aims are reflected in the curriculum planning. A long-term plan identifies which elements 

of the programmes of study are taught. 

We are committed to providing children with opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their 

local area of Sparsholt and Winchester so that they can develop of real sense of who they are, their heritage 

and what makes our local area unique and special. Geography should enable children to value, use and 

interact with their local environments. They develop their understanding through learning about Sparsholt 

and Winchester and how these areas connect to the wider UK region. In Key Stage 1 they understand 

similarities and differences between the Winchester area and Kota Kinabalu in Malaysia. In Key Stage 2 

comparative studies link to rivers, mountain, volcanoes and Earthquakes.  

 



We also develop the children’s ability to apply geographical skills to enable them to confidently 

communicate their findings and geographical understanding to a range of audiences. Children learn 

geography through their eyes using a variety of resources for them to interpret, understand and question. 

Children of all ages are capable of different types of thinking in geography – recognise, compare, describe, 

explain and evaluate. 

Implementation 
 

Curriculum delivery – Geography is taught on a two-year curriculum cycle; refer to long term plan. Topics 

are enquiry based driven and are blocked within overarching themes. To ensure high standards of teaching 

and learning in geography, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. 

Geography is taught as part of a termly topic, focusing on the knowledge and skills stated in the National 

Curriculum. Geography teaching focuses on enabling children to think as geographers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational visits are another opportunity for the teachers to plan for additional geography learning 

outside the classroom. At Sparsholt Primary School, the children have had many opportunities to 

experience geography on educational visits. The children have explored the local area including 

orienteering within the school grounds and taking a walk around the village of Sparsholt. Local visits also 

provide an opportunity to further geography learning, as well as trips to local woods, conducting river 

studies and using map reading skills during residential trips. 

The pedagogical content is linked to the assessment model that drives the learning through a topic / 

enquiry. The knowledge in each topic relates to specific locational knowledge, place knowledge, human 

and physical geography. Fieldwork and mapping skills are based on a progression devised by Hampshire 

HIAS team. The use of formative assessment through the topic informs responsive teaching and task 

design.  

The assessment model is designed to support all pupils to access the geography curriculum and also 

challenge higher attaining pupils. These pupils are recorded so that subsequent teaching can be responsive 

to their learning needs. For example, some disadvantaged pupils may have a vocabulary deficit; teachers 

therefore need to ensure that these pupils are familiar with and understand specific geographical 

vocabulary.  

 

 

 



The geography leader uses these assessment grids to analyse summative qualitative data. This can inform 

next topics and refine planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Impact 
 

At Sparsholt children will develop the geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and 

understand the world around them and their place in it. Children’s knowledge and skills will develop 

progressively as they move through the school, enabling them to meet the requirements of the National 

Curriculum. Our geography curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate 

progression. We focus on progression of knowledge and skills and discreet vocabulary progression also form 

part of the units of work. Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and 

human processes and how this affects landscapes and environments. Teachers carry out class assessments 

at the end of each topic, specifically relating to the key concepts, knowledge, skills and vocabulary covered. 

These assessments are used to inform future planning. 

 

We ensure continuous improvement in our teaching of geography by asking: 

Are the rich resources within the school grounds, local community and environment being maximised? 

Do topics go from the local area to comparative place studies? 

Are tasks adapted to reflect current news from around the world and environmental changes? 

Do teaching teams have secure understanding on the knowledge, concepts and skills that need to be taught? 

Are the children being challenged to apply their knowledge? 

Does each topic take children on a journey, i.e. have a start and end point? 

Does it explore different scales? 

Is it connecting to the children? 

Do the topics and enquiries promote deeper thinking? 

Does the learning make links with prior and current learning within the subject and across the curriculum? 

Does learning excite to create memorable moments? 

At point of learning is the curriculum sufficiently challenging and appropriate for each child? 

Is assessment purposeful, efficient and used to shape future learning? 

Is there a secure progression through key stages? 

Are expectations and NC standards high enough? 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2; evidence of skills being used through enquiry?   

Does the geography curriculum facilitate rehearsing and honing literacy, numeracy and computing skills? 

 


